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WHY FARMERS

MARKETS?

Provided Material Culture

Builds Organizations/Enterprises

Develops Knowledge and Skills

Supports Social Relations/Networks



MEMPHIS AND MARKET

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

Hispanic
6%

African
American
63%




MEMPHIS FARMERS

MARKETS

e Evergreen Community
¢ Downtown

e Cooper Young

Botanical Gardens

Ethnographic Semi-Structured
Interviews
(V = Vendors, P = Patrons)
30 Evergreen: 8 V-22 P
45 Downtown: 21 V—-24 P
41 Cooper Young: 16 V-25P
42 Botanical Gardens: 16 V- 26 P




THE ECONOMICS AND MATERIAL
CULTURE OF FARMERS MARKETS

Vendor interest in monetary Yeah it’s [current role of farmers
] markets in Memphis] economically
gain inefficient; it’s just.. it can easily be a

waste of a farmers time




THE ECONOMICS AND MATERIAL

CULTURE OF FARMERS MARKETS IN
MEMPHIS CONTINUED

“I’m not so sure that people that cannot
afford to shop at farmers markets ought
to be shopping here.




BUILDING OF ENTERPRISE

AND SNAP/EBT

Negative narratives tied to the implementation of the
food subsidy program

in Memphis there is a lot of race-baiting and there
were a lot of African Americans. Not because they’re African

Americans but because that’s the poor community in Memphis,
TN

I wish we had more because it’s pretty NPR... You know, white
crowd. And downtown we do get some diversity, but it’s not... It’s
a little cliché.



BUILDING OF ENTERPRISE

AND SNAP/EBT CONTINUED

There were huge amounts of people, but they
don’t have any money because, I mean, that’s why
they’re using the SNAP

I think if they
actually advertised that they accepted EBT, it would
scare away some of their umm.. more snobbish
customers that have more money.

Vendor and Patron
concerns for
economic benefits




BUILDING OF ENTERPRISE

AND SNAP/EBT CONTINUED

Location
You’re not going determined by
to set up in a place where people aren’t going to 1) ek
appreciate the positive effects of the produce and 2) capitalist interest

have the money to spend on what the farmer is going
to charge for the produce at a farmers market.

I don’t think it [farmers
markets] makes a huge difference for the poor [...]
You look around and you see, you know, 98% white
folks down here who look as though they are pretty
well off [...] Yeah, this is not serving the most needy
areas of Memphis.




PATRON CONCENTRATION PER ZIP

CODE FOR EACH MARKET

Botanical Gardens Patrons
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NEIGHBORHOOD

ECONOMICS

;
P
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2012 Median Household Income (Esri)

More than $82,000
$68,001 to $82,000
$53,001 to $68,000

$39,001 to $53,000 (US median: $50,157,

$24,001 to $39,000
$24,000 or less

No households
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38132
¢ Downtown m
e Cooper Young w110 n
7| ® Botanical Gardens
Highest Patron | Average Family
Density Income
38117 $80,336
38134 $66,832
38104 $55,975
38112 $49,218

Closest Zipcode | Average Family
(No Patrons) Income
38126 $10,688
38108 $18,113
38114 $14,178
38105 $15,524




KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

BUILDING OF FARMERS MARKETS

People attend the market for social and economic reasons rather

than health reasons.
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I have a particular interest in natural
foods there’s not always everything
that I want there.



SOCIAL RELATIONS AND

NETWORKS

Memphis and Market
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SOCIAL RELATIONS AND

NETWORKS CONTINUED

Patrons are predominately white middle-class

the A
population that comes to markets is more 4 I
like a hipster-type environment ‘

catering to the upper-

middle class




WHAT NOW?

In the fall of 2015 the Overton Park Community Farmers

Market was awarded a $100,000 USDA Farmers Market
Promotion Grant




CONCLUSIONS
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